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Normangee - All of Leon and surrounding counties

On Monday afternoon,
March 15, a two-vehicle col-
lision on northbound 1-45 five
miles north of Centerville re-
sulted in two deaths and three
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people being transported to
area hospitals. The driver of
a blue Honda civic was John
Millemon (59) of Dallas and
the passengers were Celia

Millemon (63) and Mary
Merrill (64), of Kansas. The
two women were killed. The
black 2006 Dodge pickup was
driven by William Edens of
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Waynesville, Missouri. and
his passenger was Madison
Ann Edens, age 3. All in-
volved were reported to be

Census 2010 -- What are you waiting for?

By Vanessa Goodwyn

This year the month
of March brings more than
spring rains and blustery
winds our way. It is time for
the 2010 U.S. Census, when
officials are attempting to get
an accurate count of every
person in the United States.
In our country, the census is a
decennial event -- meaning it
happens only once every ten
years. Census surveys were
mailed out in early March,
and if they are not returned,
it becomes the duty of more
than 140,000 census workers
across the country to knock
on doors and gather some
simple information on each

resident: things like name,
age, gender and race. The ba-
sic information they obtain is
confidential and protected by
law*. This means the Census
Bureau cannot give out infor-
mation that identifies you or
your household -- even to law
enforcement or tax collection
agencies. It is not used to
identify persons who are here
without citizenship papers.
While some people ob-
ject to what they consider an
infringement on their privacy,
an accurate census is actually
beneficial to the area. More
than $435 billion in federal
funds will be distributed each
year, based upon the popula-
tion count. The money will

area’s General Manager of the Mid-East Texas Ground Water
Conservation District, tries to explain why he wants the city to

pay a 4-year-old past-due bill.
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Oakwood Council has questions for

Ground Water District Manager

By Melissa Missildine

David Bailey, General
Manager of the Mid-East
Texas Ground Water Conser-
vation District, attended the
March meeting to address a
billing issue with the mem-
bers of the Oakwood City
Council. According to the
records of the District, Oak-
wood had failed to pay three
years of regulatory fees. The
Council had many questions
for Bailey.

The first question they
had was, what is the Mid-
East Texas Ground Water
Conservation District?! Bai-
ley explained that they were
a regulatory program started
in 2001 designed to ensure
"desired future conditions"
of the aquifers in the state of
Texas. He went on to explain
that they help to regulate area
wells to make sure that ev-
eryone has their equal share
of ground water without go-
ing over a set limit that would
either infringe on someone's

water rights or endanger the
future of ground water in a
given area. Well use is reg-
istered and monitored at the
state level by breaking it up
into districts. Any well that
produces over 50,000 gallons
of water per year, must obtain
a permit to do so. The fees at-
tached to that permit vary but
are a maximum of 17 cents
per acre foot. Currently that
fee is 4 cents per acre foot.
Anyone abusing their per-
mit guidelines, is subject to
a $10,000 a day fine and/or
can be shut down. For some
undetermined reason, the dis-
trict received all of the appro-
priate reports but the City of
Oakwood did not pay the fees
for 2004, 2005, or 2006.
Next, Councilman Barry
Olive asked, "Why did you
wait so long to tell us we
didn't pay this bill?" Bailey
just recently came onto staff
and it was after he came on
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fund services for children and
the elderly, roads, and many
other local needs. We need
an accurate count in order to
receive our fair share of these
funds. Additionally, our
state's representation in Con-
gress is determined by these
figures. How much has our
county's population grown?
Are we entitled to more tax
money? More senators or
congressmen? Only an accu-
rate census will tell.

Now that you know
how important it is, you can
help ensure that the census is
successful. If you have not
mailed in your survey, do so at
once. If you have misplaced
it, expect a call or visit from a
census taker. Rural areas like
ours make their job harder,
so be sure that your 9-1-1 ad-
dress is plainly visible.

Still, we are constantly
warned never to give strang-
ers our personal information,
fearful of identify fraud, etc.
So how can you be sure that
you are talking to a legitimate
census worker? The Better
Business Bureau offers these
guidelines.

- Every U.S. census worker
will be wearing a badge and
carrying a Census Bureau
canvas bag, a confidential-
ity notice and a computer

Comptroller says sales

(AUSTIN) Texas
Comptroller Susan Combs
said today the state collected
$1.60 billion in sales tax rev-
enue in February, down 8.8
percent compared to Febru-
ary 2009.

“After eight straight
months of double digit de-
clines, sales tax losses have
begun to moderate,” Combs
said. “Sales tax revenue con-
tinues to be down in major
sectors such as retail, oil and
gas production and construc-
tion. However, there was a
slight uptick in the manufac-
turing sector. We will keep

equipped with GPS soft-
ware. They should be happy
to comply if you ask to see
their identification and badge
before answering any ques-
tions.

- True census workers do not
ask for money or solicit dona-
tions. They will not ask for
your Social Security number,
bank account or credit card
numbers.

- Census workers will NOT
contact you by e-mail. Never
click on a link or open any at-
tachments in an e-mail that
claims to be from the Census
Bureau.

For more information,
visit the U.S. Census website:
www.census.gov/2010census

*Census data becomes
public after 72 years, and this
information can be used for
family research. On a person-
al note, when my husband and
I were researching his family
tree, we discovered that we
were not the first Goodwyns
to live here in Leon County.
The 1860 census showed his
great-grandfather, Leonidas
Duane Goodwyn and his
brother, Samuel, lived close to
Centerville--just a few miles
from our home. We were sure
glad Grandpa completed that
survey when the census taker
knocked on their door!

monitoring the revenue, and
as we have recently noted we
expect further declines in the
near term before a return to
sales tax revenue growth later
this year.”

On Friday, Combs will
deliver $404.4 million in
March sales tax payments to
Texas cities, counties, transit
systems and special purpose
taxing districts. Local sales
tax allocations are down 6.7
percent compared to March
2009. So far this calendar
year, local sales tax alloca-
tions are down 8.4 percent
compared to the first three

Looking for something different to do?
Broadway’s “Little Women”
comes to Palestine

“Little Women” performers (L-R) Jared Cook, Chaundra
Dantin, Lori Brownlow, Dixie Curtis and Haley Cook in a
lively musical number from the upcoming production by the
Palestine Community Theatre. Van’Go photo

by Vanessa Goodwyn

Don’t let anyone tell you that you must sacrifice culture
or the arts to live in rural East Texas. It’s here -- you just
have to look for it. A prime example would be the produc-
tions offered by The Palestine Community Theatre, which this
month brings to life the classic novel by Louisa May Alcott,
“Little Women”. The local version of the Broadway musical
is directed by Sandy Hanson and features talented actors and
musicians from across the Tri-County area. (Buffalo even has
a performer in the cast -- April Smith, BHS class of ‘05!) The
show is performed at the beautifully restored Texas Theater
in downtown Palestine. The story is charming, the acting is
professional and the music will blow you away.

Chaundra Dantin of Palestine plays the lead role of Jo
March, and she brings just the right enthusiasm to her char-
acter. The musical numbers make the classic tale fresh and
new, and the audience will find themselves truly caring about
Alcott’s heroines, as presented by the talented cast. There’s
plenty to laugh (and even a little to cry) about.

Opening night for “Little Women” will be March 19th.
The production is also offered March 20, 21, 26, 27, and 28.
Friday and Saturday performances are at 7:30 p.m. and the
Sunday shows are at 2:00. Tickets are available at Education
Unlimited (903-723-8383) or the Palestine Chamber of Com-
merce (903-729-6066), and are a very reasonable $12/adults,
$6/children. The Texas Theater is located at 213 West Craw-
ford. For more information, go to www.thetexastheater.com

tax losses moderating

months of 2009.
State sales tax revenue

in sales tax revenue, down

for February and March pay-
ments made to local govern-
ments represent sales that oc-
curred in January.

Combs will send March
sales tax payments of $271.3
million to Texas cities, down
6.8 percent compared to
March 2009. Texas counties
will receive sales tax pay-
ments of $24.4 million, down
11.2 percent compared to one
year ago.

The 166 special purpose
taxing districts around the
state will get $15.8 million

8.4 percent compared to last
March. Ten local transit sys-
tems will receive $92.7 mil-
lion, down 4.7 percent.

For details of March
sales tax payments to indi-
vidual cities, counties, transit
systems and special purpose
districts, locate the Monthly
Sales and Use Tax Alloca-
tion Comparison Summary
Reports on the Comptroller’s
Web site at http://www.win-
dow.state.tx.us/taxinfo/alloc-
sum/compsum.html.
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Buffalo 1.500% |41,320.42 55,544.54 -25.60% | 151,859.73 209,094.56 -27.37%
Centerville 1.500% |17,746.36 20,523.17 -13.53% | 59,671.00 68,010.70 -12.26%
Jewett 1.500% | 17,986.20 27,118.69 -33.67% | 54,150.35 80,667.18 -32.88%
Leona 1.000% | 490.40 387.47 26.56% | 1,867.43 2,178.41 -14.27%
Marquez 1.500% | 6,005.02 3,759.98 59.70% | 29,112.20 20,417.54 42.58%
Normangee 1.250% |5,529.32 4,225.89 30.84% | 23,548.28 21,204.52 11.05%
Oakwood 1.000% |974.91 2,236.95 -56.41% | 4,203.80 8,421.35 -50.08%

County Total 90,052.63 | 113,796.69 -20,86% | 324,412.79  |410,014.26 -20.87%




