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Commercial & Residential
30 Years Experience

Serving All Surrounding Counties

JK ’s
STARTER & ALTERNATOR SERVICE

Farm • Industrial • Heavy Duty • Air Starters • Winches
Batteries • Battery Cables Made • Units Rebuilt, Exchange, or

New All Brands Golf Carts Repaired.

4813 W. Oak Bus: 903-729-0862
Palestine, TX 75801 Em: 903-391-5579

1-903-852-3922
Cell 1-903-570-1434

• Water Well Drilling
• Pump Service

• Curb Well Clean Outs

Wil Hammack
Lic. # 55055AKP

903-389-8395 Cell - 903-391-1168

shorty’s
stump & tree service

“Big, Tall, Little, Small -- We Do “Um All”
Cut / Grind / Haul

TREE REMOVAL - STUMP GRINDING
TREE TRIMMING - LOT CLEARING

FREE ESTIMATES
INSURED FOR YOUR PROTECTION

“Family Owned & Operated”
Serving All of Tri-County

Energy Cost Comparison

Propane - $29.12
Electricity - $49.81

Using current average energy costs for
Propane vs. Electricity

Per million BTUs.

Call Leon Gas Co.
Let us explain how you can

save money on your energy bill.

(936) 396-3921 or (800) 533-2605

Promotional & Custom 903-723-5242
Printed Products Cell 903-391-4650

TigersBisons panthers

www.shopcustomdesigns.com

Kenneth Langley, owner
langley lawn & tree service

“Great Service without the High Price” 15 years experience
Working in Leon and surrounding counties

Tree Trimming & Removal, Stump Grinding,Mulching Beds, Landscaping 
& Design, French Drains, Lot Clearing, Hauling Svc.

residential & commercial
PressUre wasHing

Bus. 832-878-0874 • 832-878-5574
Insured • 24 Hour Service

	 Palestine, TX – This 
October the Texas State Rail-
road will host PEANUTS™ 
- The Great Pumpkin Patch 
Express. Join Snoopy for a 
train excursion themed after 
Charles M. Schulz’s classic 
story “It’s The Great Pump-
kin, Charlie Brown” depart-
ing the Palestine Depot on 
October 4, 9, 10, 11, 30, & 
31, 2009. Friday and Sunday 
the train departs at 11:00am 
and Saturdays at 11:00am and 
1:45pm.
	 This special event will 
take you on a journey to the 
Pumpkin Patch. On board 
the train, guests will listen 
to a live reading of the clas-
sic story. Upon arrival at the 
Pumpkin Patch, guests will be 
greeted and have a photo op-
portunity with Snoopy. Dur-
ing the 1 ½ hour layover en-
joy picking a pumpkin from 
The Great Pumpkin Patch, 

By Robert Burns  
	 COLLEGE STATION – 
All of Texas received some 
rain in the last week, with 
north central parts of the state 
getting 5 to 6 inches, while 
the Panhandle and points 
west saw only light showers 
to about 1 inch, according 
to the National Weather Ser-
vice.
	 The Southwest got more 
rain in the last week than it 
had in the past year, but com-
ing this late in the season, 
producers were still culling 
herds for lack of forage.
	 The rain was welcomed 
by agricultural producers 

	 Army National Guard 
Pvt. Juanita L. Kreider has 
graduated from basic combat 
training at Fort Jackson, Co-
lumbia, S.C.
	 During the nine weeks 
of training, the soldier stud-
ied the Army mission, histo-
ry, tradition and core values, 
physical fitness, and received 
instruction and practice in 
basic combat skills, military 

The Great Pumpkin Patch 
Express rolls in October

decorate the pumpkin at our 
decoration station, and trick-
or-treat on “Trick or Treat 
Street”. Other activities in-
clude a hayride, video view-
ing, petting zoo, live musical 
entertainment, bouncy house, 
coloring station, apple bob-
bing & other activities. Ham-
burgers, hotdogs, and snacks 
will be sold at the Pumpkin 
Patch or guests may bring a 
picnic lunch.
	 Tickets may be pur-
chased by calling the reserva-
tion office at 1-888-987-2461 
or by booking online at www.
TexasStateRR.com. Tickets 
are $19 for Children (ages 
2-11) & $36.50 for Adults in 
Coach and Open-Air seating 
and $21 for Children (ages 
2-11) and $39.50 for Adults 
in Climate Controlled seat-
ing. Children 2 & under ride 
free. 

Texas crop, weather
Rain good news for wheat planters

Cotton in many areas needs more heat units to mature, according to Texas AgriLife Extension 
Service personnel.                     (U.S. Department of Agriculture - ARS photo by David Nance)

waiting to plant small grains, 
including winter wheat, but a 
bit late for some dryland cot-
ton. What irrigated cotton and 
sorghum really need is more 
heat units, according to Texas 
AgriLife Extension Service 
personnel.
	 "As for a lot of the ir-
rigated cotton, we'd already 
stopped watering," said Dr. 
Todd Baughman, AgriLife 
Extension agronomist based 
at Vernon.
	 The rain won't make 
much difference for the dry-
land cotton, either, Baugh-
man said. "Two weeks in 
the middle of August with 

100-plus degree temperatures 
pretty much finished out our 
dryland crop for us," he said.
	 Baughman said he ex-
pected dryland cotton yields 
to be about average.
	 "When we went into the 
first of August, it looked like 
we had the potential for an 
outstanding crop," he said. 
"And it's going to be average 
at best, now."
	 Parts of the Rolling 
Plains got rain, with the bet-
ter rains east of Lubbock, said 
Dr. Randy Boman, AgriLife 
Extension cotton agronomist. 
Though more rains would be 
welcome, the limiting factor 

for cotton in his region is a 
shortage of heat units.
	 "We really are at the 
point that we don't have a lot 
time to waste in terms of ma-
turing the crop," he said. "We 
really need to make some fi-
ber as soon as possible."
	 Baughman said the high 
on Sept. 13 was only 67 de-
grees, compared to the long-
term average of 83 degrees.
	 "We're just on a slow 
down-trend to going to some-
thing like zero heat units by 
the middle of October," he 
said.
	 Though irrigated cotton 
remains good overall, Bo-
man said there's going to be 
"a sizeable acreage" of dry-
land cotton with disappoint-
ing yields as a result of the 
drought.
	 In the Panhandle, Dr. 
Brent Bean, AgriLife Exten-
sion agronomist based in 
Amarillo, said the rain won't 
make much difference for the 
region's corn crop, which is 
either drying down or being 
already harvested.
	 "The rain is not really 
affecting the corn crop, oth-
er than just finishing it out," 
Bean said. "Overall, it's been 
a good year for corn."
	 Panhandle sorghum and 
cotton are both progressing 
well. Cotton is a little late, 
though, he said.
	 "Those that got their cot-
ton planted early enough and 
got some heat units in late 
May should be in pretty good 
shape," he said.

	 To commemorate the 
222nd anniversary of the 
Signing of the Constitution of 
the United States of America, 
the Colonel George Dashiell 
Chapter, NSDAR,  hosted a 
Bell-Ringing Ceremony in 
the library of Normangee Ele-
mentary School.  After a short 
program on the importance of 
Constitution Week, especially 
September 17th, the actual 
date of the signing, the stu-
dents all participated in ring-
ing, with gusto! Over eighty 
students in the 4th and 5th 
grade classes were ready to 
join in.  Elementary Principal 
Ms Lee joined in as the stu-
dents,  teachers and Chapter 
members all joined  together 
reading the Preamble to the 
Constitution.  Each student 
received a bookmark with the 
preamble printed on it.
	 By National Law, the 
week of September 17-23 is 
“Constitution Week” and is to 
be celebrated by all.  Schools 
are to emphasize teaching 
the Constitution during that 
week.  At least one city mayor 
in Leon County, Normangee, 
signed a Proclamation declar-
ing the “Constitution Week” 

The 4th and 5th grade students in the Normangee Elementary Library. Member Faye An-
drews is speaking to the students.                                                                   Contributed photo

Bell-Ringing Ceremony 
at the elementary school

in that city.  Posters were pro-
vided to one school library.
	 Preceding the school 
ceremony, the chapter held 
its first regular meeting of 
the new year,  meeting in the 
Normangee Church of Christ. 
Members first shared a salad 
lunch, then began the busi-
ness.  Past Regent Shirley 
Bland was presented with the 
NSDAR Certificate for Level 
I Chapter Achievement.  This 
is in recognition of her lead-
ership, and the chapter’s ac-
complishments during the 
2008-2009 year.  It is worth 
noting that the entire com-
munity across Leon County 
supports this chapter in their 
many endeavors, and it is ap-
preciated.
	 Member Neva Jo Brooks 
presented a program on her 
ancestor, Reverend John Lo-
thropp.  This Lothropp  fam-
ily is documented back to the 
early sixteenth century.  The 
first of this line to come to 
America was Rev John Lo-
thropp,  arriving  here in1634.  
This followed much religious 
persecution in England, his 
serving time in prison. 
	 Ms Brooks has toured 

the area of Barnstable, Mas-
sachusetts where he lived and 
preached, and was able to tour 
the museum which has been 
built to include his home.
	 NSDAR National Day 
of Prayer is October 10 and 
all members are encouraged 
to observe this day in some 
manner.
	 The next regular meet-
ing is on October 15, and 
will be in the Leon County 
Courthouse Annex I, where 
members will be able to view 
the painting “Prayer at Val-
ley Forge” recently presented 
and dedicated by this Chapter.  
The program will be presented 
by Ms Geneice Morris, Sarah 
Maples Chapter in Mabank, 
and will be a review of the 
book “God and Country”.

Pvt. Kreider graduates 
from combat training

weapons, chemical warfare 
and bayonet training, drill 
and ceremony, marching, rifle 
marksmanship, armed and un-
armed combat, map reading, 
field tactics, military cour-
tesy, military justice system, 
basic first aid, foot marches, 
and field training exercises.
	 She is the daughter of 
Robert Trevino of Jewett, 
Texas.


