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Advertise in the Buf-
falo Press Classi-
fieds. Call (903) 322-
4248 or fax us at (903) 
322-4023.

Data Entry
Position

See Kimberly at
401 N. Sherman,

Mexia, Texas.

NEED A BABY SITTER??
Experienced Mom will sit in her home

6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Weekdays or Weekends • Buffalo Area

903-390-7784

ClassifiedsADVERTISING
DEADLINE IS FRIDAY 

AT 1:00 P.M.

25 words - 2 weeks - $8.00

Needing person with 
Title experience.

References 
needed.

Apply in person 
at Cen-Tex GMC, 

Mexia.
254-562-9313

TiTle ClerkAccounting
Position

$15-$18/hour
depending on experience
Experienced only

need apply.
See Kimberly at
401 N. Sherman,

Mexia, Texas.

Bookkeeper
Position
Quick Book 
experience a

plus.
Data entry 

experience needed.
See Kimberly at
401 N. Sherman,

Mexia, Texas.

1998 Chevrolet 1 
Ton 4 Door. Well 
equipped. Will fi-
nance. 903-536-5904.

36-tfn-np

2003 Chevrolet Mal-
ibu 4 Door. Air and 
power.Will finance. 
903-536-5904. 

36-tfn-np

1994 F350 XLT 4 Dr., 
7.3 power stroke, 5 
speed, PW, PL, goose-
neck. $4500. 936-293-
9299.                38-39p

2001 Bobcat 863G. 
High flow, 2100 hours, 
new tires, great condi-
tion, 78” bucket and 
forks. $13,000. 936-
293-9299.         38-39p

Gooseneck Dump 
Trailer 7x14x3, 14000 
gvwr, 7ft. ramps. 
$7000. 936-293-9299.

38-39p

NEW PAY RATE FOR
PART TIME OR

FULL TIME OPENING
FOR 10-6 RN OR LVN.
fairview healthcare

601 e. reunion, fairfield, tx
903-389-4121

BIDS REQUESTED 

Buffalo ISD is seeking competitive sealed proposals for: 

	 1.	school	bus	with	the	following	specifications:

	 •	year	–	2007
	 •	size	–	72	passenger
	 •	engine	–	210	horsepower	turbo-diesel,	Cummins	or
										CAT
	 •	brakes	–	air
	 •	transmission	–	automatic
	 •	mileage	–	40,000	or	less
	 •	other	features:	100	gallon	fuel	tank,	160	amp
										alternator,	rear	air	ride	suspension,	heater,
										fuel/water	separator	w/	heater,	compression	brake,
										acoustic	headliner,	78”	headroom,	plywood	floor,
									11R22.5	tires
	 •	must	meet	Texas	state	specifications	and	regulations

Buffalo	 ISD	 reserves	 the	 right	 to	 reject	 any	 and	 all	
proposals,	and/or	waive	any	informality	for	modifications	
to	any	proposal.

Please	 submit	 by	 2:00	 p.m.	October	 2,	 2009	 to	Buffalo	
ISD,	Attn:		Bus	Bid,	708	Cedar	Creek	Road,	Buffalo,	TX	
75831.

leoncountytoday.com
Your online

News, Sports, and 
Information Source

leoncountytoday.com

Centerville Housing Authority is seeking a qualified 
candidate for the position of Secretary to assist the 
Executive Director. This is general secretarial work with 
specialization in tenant activities such as interviews, 
determining eligibility, rents, collecting rents and depositing 
same. Typing and computer expertise is essential. Has 
constant contact with the public requiring the exercise of 
tact and diplomacy. Salary is negotiable based on education 
and experience. Submit cover letter and resume to:

Centerville Housing Authority
P.O. Box 249, Centerville, Texas 75833

Attn: Tara Pittman

took charge of the scene.  Be-
fore daybreak local officials 
and highway patrolmen from 
across the state started mov-
ing the remains of the victims 
to the Buffalo High School 
gym, which was set up as a 
temporary morgue.
	 At dawn on Tuesday 
morning, 259 soldiers from 
Fort Hood arrived to start the 
search, with a Civil Aeronat-
ics Board investigator in 
charge.  Linked by walkie 
talkie radios and guided by 
a helicopter, and the soldiers 
searched an area measuring 1 
mile X 2-1/2 miles.  The first 
time through they marked bits 
of wreckage so CAB inspec-
tors could note its location 
in relation to other pieces.  
On Wednesday, the soldiers 
walked through again, pick-
ing up the debris which was 
taken to Dallas where the 
CAB experts would assemble 
a “partial layout” an attempt 
to determine the cause of the 
air tragedy. 
	 According to Moore, 
“There was about a week of 
body recovery and investi-
gation, and they wouldn’t 
let people drive past that 
road.”  During the time that 
the search was underway, 
the community of Buffalo 
reached out to those involved 
in the tragedy.  The article in 
the Buffalo Press stated, “The 
local ladies set up facilities 
for serving sandwiches, cof-
fee and cake at the school and 
were serving relatives and 
friends of the vicitims and the 
officers.”

DIAMONDS!
	 The Press article also 
reported an interesting side-
note: “A large quantity of 
diamonds was found at the 
scene of the wreck and were 
placed under guard at the Cit-
izens State Bank in Buffalo.”  
Evan Moore remembered that 
part of the story, as well, re-
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Engineers test the Electra model in a wind tunnel in 1960.
Archive photo

calling that they belonged to 
a diamond saleman who was 
on the flight.  “He had a bag 
full of diamonds to show and 
display, and that bag of dia-
monds was bursted.  (Work-
ers) picked it up and put it in 
on a blanket.”  Asked if he 
thought the clean-up crew 
would have been tempted to 
pocket a few of the stones, 
Moore replied, “Seeing all 
that stuff, you wouldn’t have 
a desire to do anything like 
that...”  He did recall, how-
ever, that some young men 
who lived close by were help-
ing gather stuff up later, and 
“two or three years after, their 
wives showed up with some 
beautiful diamond rings!”
    Flight 542 was also report-
ed to be carrying 63 pouches 
of mail, and 63 pouches were 
recovered.
 
THE AFTERMATH -
	 Late September in Texas 
is still quite hot, and the BHS 
gym was, of course, without 
air conditioning in 1959.  Mr. 
Moore recalls that the during 
the week following the crash, 
the temporary morgue in the 
school “kinda fouled up the 
gym.”  His son Leon Moore, 
who was a student at BHS at 
the time, confirmed that, add-
ing,  “It still smelled in there 
at the end of the year when 
we held our Junior/Senior 
Prom...smelled of formalde-
hyde.”  James Mae Henson 
was a BHS coach at the time, 
and he recalls that the airline 
company later funded reno-
vations to the gymnasium.

VICTIM’S FAMILY
SHARES THEIR STORY
	 Elizabeth Henderson 
Walley of Mesquite was 13 
years old the night her father, 
Lee Henderson, perished on 
Flight 542.  He was a real 
estate developer who had 
been to Houston for a busi-
ness meeting.  The family 

was alarmed when it became 
late and he had not returned 
home.  Elizabeth and her 
younger sister Elaine were 
sent on to bed, but she recalls 
hearing the commotion in the 
middle of the night as law 
enforcement officers came 
to deliver the terrible news.  
“I was awake all night, and 
could tell from their voices 
that something bad had hap-
pened, but I didn’t get up.  I 
guess I didn’t want to know,” 
Elizabeth shared. “It is the 
most vivid memory of that 
time of my life.  Everything 
changed after that.”  
	 There was not an imme-
diate insurance settlement be-
cause Braniff officials initial-
ly maintained that the cause 
of the crash was probably 
a lightning strike, so Eliza-
beth’s widowed mother, Ma-
jorie Henderson, went back 
to school to get a teaching 
degree to support her family.    

CAUSE OF CRASH PIN-
POINTED
	 Flight 542 was a Lock-
heed L-188 Electra equipped 
with four Allison 501-D13 
engines. The Buffalo Press re-

ported that it weighed 113,000 
pounds and cost $2,121,000 
to build.  The plane was con-
servatively designed and had 
been thoroughly tested.  It was 
manufactured at Lockheed’s 
California plant and had 
come off the manufacturing 
line only eleven days earlier 
on September 18, 1959, so it 
had only 132 hours of flight 
time.  All six crew members 
- two pilots, a flight engineer 
and three flight attendants - 
had little experience with the 
Electra, having only recently 
completed their transition 
training.
	 Weather reports for the 
date of the crash relate winds 
ranging from 7.36 to 25.10 
mph.  No precipitation data 
was available, but visibility 
was reported as 14.1 miles.  
“Severe clear air turbulence” 
was later looked at as a fac-
tor in the crash, but initially, 
no cause was given for the 
crash.
	 Flight 542 took off from 
Houston 22 minutes later 
than scheduled, with the de-
lay attributed to a minor me-
chanical discrepancy with the 
No. 3 generator.  A follow-

up story in the October 8th 
issue of the Buffalo Press 
mentioned that a transcript 
which arrived at the FAA in 
Fort Worth showed that after 
being cleared for take-off, the 
pilot had paused for a period 
of time at the end of the run-
way, then took off.  The pilot 
gave no reason for that delay.  
The accident occurred before 
the age of “black box” cockpit 
voice recorders, but the Press 
article also stated that the 
transcript showed that in the 
aircraft’s last known commu-
nication, which was at 11:07, 
the pilot reported mechanical 
difficulties to company of-
ficers in Dallas.  That report 
was a maintenance request on 
the generator, and routine in 
nature.  There was no indica-
tion of the imminent disaster.
	 After the crash, many of 
the larger sections of aircraft 
had landed in a potato field 
southeast of Buffalo, but the 
left wing was found a mile 
away from the potato field.  
As officials began their inves-
tigation of the accident, they 
determined that the left wing 
had failed, leading to the gen-
eral disintegration of the air-
craft and a fire.  There was 
no trace of metal fatigue, and 
no hint as to the cause of the 
catastrophe.  For a period of 
time, the investigation stalled 
and the September 29th acci-
dent was considered a “fluke” 
or possibly a lightning strike.  
	 The investigation was 
stepped up when a second 

Electra crashed on March 17, 
1960 at Tell City, Indiana.  Its 
right wing was found 11000 
feet from the crash site, indi-
cating that the plane’s design 
was at fault.  There were still 
130 Electras flying commer-
cially at the time, though at 
reduced speeds, so NASA, 
Lockheed and Boeing per-
sonnel began urgent testing 
with an elaborate Electra 
model.  They determined 
that violent flutter had torn 
the wings off the two planes 
-- and one engineer suggested 
that “the Electra had stimulat-
ed the catastrophic fluttering 
through the coupling of en-
gine gyroscopic torques, pro-
peller forces and moments, 
and the aerodynamic forces 
acting on the wings.”  The 
engineers labeled the prob-
lem “propeller-whirl flutter”.
	 The engineers were able 
to duplicate the flutter in 
wind tunnel simulations with 
the model.  When they tried 
reducing the stiffness of the 
outboard engine mounts -- a 
condition that could possibly 
have happened due to previ-
ous hard langings or violent 
storms -- the weakened en-
gine mounts would develop 
the propeller-whirl flutter 
until the wing fell off.  They 
determined that the fatal res-
onance could build up and 
tear the plane apart in thirty 
seconds.  The engine mounts 
on all the remaining Electras 
were strengthened and there 
were no further problems.   

around at that time the por-
tables were intended to be a 
“temporary fix”.  The bond 
monies will be used to build a 
new elementary school.
	 As the group toured the 
facility Scoggin explained 
there are several concerns 
about having the students in 
the portables.  Kids walk un-
der a covered walk way from 
the portable buildings to the 
main school building to go to 
the cafeteria, library, etc.  Al-
though it is covered the chil-

dren are exposed to blowing 
wind and rain.  Each room has 
a restroom which works well 
for the smaller children, but 
the bigger kids get pretty self 
conscious when the whole 
class sees who is going in and 
out.  The fact that the children 
are not together is another is-
sue.
	 The group compliment-
ed Scoggin on his work and 
his ability to make the best of 
the situation.  The Oakwood 
School District moved from 

last year’s TAKS rating of 
“academically unacceptable” 
to “academically acceptable” 
this year, with the elementary 
school receiving a “recog-
nized” status.
	 Scoggin thanked the 
group for taking the time to 
get a first hand look at the 
school.  As the tour came to 
a conclusion he said, “You 
each will vote either “for” or 
“against”.  Whichever way 
you vote I want it to be an 
educated vote.”

Visit us online
at

leoncountytoday.com


