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Commercial & Residential
30 Years Experience

Serving All Surrounding Counties

1-903-852-3922
Cell 1-903-570-1434

• Water Well Drilling
• Pump Service

• Curb Well Clean Outs

Wil Hammack
Lic. # 55055AKP

JK ’s
STARTER & ALTERNATOR SERVICE

Farm • Industrial • Heavy Duty • Air Starters • Winches
Batteries • Battery Cables Made • Units Rebuilt, Exchange, or

New All Brands Golf Carts Repaired.

4813 W. Oak Bus: 903-729-0862
Palestine, TX 75801 Em: 903-391-5579

Visit us online
at

leoncountytoday.com

Energy Cost Comparison

Propane - $29.12
Electricity - $49.81

Using current average energy costs for
Propane vs. Electricity

Per million BTUs.

Call Leon Gas Co.
Let us explain how you can

save money on your energy bill.

(936) 396-3921 or (800) 533-2605903-389-8395 Cell - 903-391-1168

shorty’s
stump & tree service

“Big, Tall, Little, Small -- We Do “Um All”
Cut / Grind / Haul

TREE REMOVAL - STUMP GRINDING
TREE TRIMMING - LOT CLEARING

FREE ESTIMATES
INSURED FOR YOUR PROTECTION

“Family Owned & Operated”
Serving All of Tri-County

(903) 876-3981  10% B.P.  C.C. Accepted

Photos & List
Steve Smith 11118

auction
2 BiG DaYS

SEPT. 5TH/SEPT. 7TH

10 A.M.
PALESTINE CIVIC CENTER

PALESTINE, TX
28 Guns, 100+ pcs American Fosteria
Antique & Modern Furn., Pedal Cars
Porc. & Tin Signs, Great Glassware

Silver Dollars, Knives, Pocket Watches
Pottery, Coke Items, Quilts

Much, much, more
No Minimum No Reserve
www.sasauction.com

JULY PERMITS TO 
DRILL
	 The Commission is-
sued a total of 1,016 original 
drilling permits in July 2009 
compared to 2,183 in July 
2008.  The July total included 
809 permits to drill new oil 
and gas wells, 27 to re-enter 
existing well bores, and 180 
for re-completions.  Permits 
issued in July 2009 included 
279 oil, 185 gas, 522 oil and 
gas, 21 injection, zero service 
and nine other permits.
JUNE CRUDE OIL PRO-
DUCTION
	 Texas preliminary June 
2009 crude oil production av-
eraged 893,024 barrels daily, 
up from 880,380 barrels daily 
average of June 2008.
	 The preliminary Texas 
crude oil production figure 
for June 2009 is 26,790,714 
barrels, up from 26,411,409 
barrels reported during June 
2008.
JULY OIL AND GAS 
COMPLETIONS

To sell or not to sell, that is 
the question!? 
	 Let the Battle Royal be-
gin!  In this corner at five feet 
four inches tall and weighing 
in at XXX pounds, the Shee-
na from Pasa-get-down-dena, 
Gwen!!!  In this corner a six 
feet tall and weighing in at 
XXX pounds, the Mouth that 
Roared, Fred!!!  This will 
be a Texas Cage Match with 
the winner deciding which 
doelings get to stay on at the 
Rancho as breeding nannettes 
and which go to the sale!!!
	 Yes, my wife and I do 
fight, but not over which dress 
has to go back to the store or 
whether to buy her that new 
car she has been dreaming 
about.  We fight over, of all 
things, Goats!  She wants to 
cull these goats and I don’t 
want to.  I want to keep these 
doelings and she wants to put 
them in the sale.  About the 
only thing we agree on is the 
fact that we HAVE TO put 
three Billies for breeding or 
meat and at least three nan-
nies for meat in the sale.  No 
doubt about it.  We also have 
about 6-10 culls from the 
spring kids that have got to 
go!  I hope some folks show 
up wanting meat goats!?
	 Selecting the nannettes 
that get to stay on and en-
ter our breeding program is 

Goat Gossip
Freestone County

Goat Breeders Association
Submitted by Fred Vandermartin

Texas monthly oil 
and gas statistics

	 In July 2009, operators 
reported 368 oil, 471 gas, 39 
injection and two other com-
pletions compared to 453 oil, 
1,065 gas, 30 injection and 
five other completions during 
July 2008.
	 Total well completions 
for 2009 year to date are 
10,561 up from 9,312 record-
ed during the same period in 
2008.
	 Operators reported 1,170 
holes plugged and zero dry 
holes in July 2009 compared 
to 395 holes plugged and four 
dry holes in July 2008.
JUNE NATURAL GAS 
PRODUCTION
	 Texas oil and gas wells 
produced 554,397,320 Mcf 
(thousand cubic feet) of gas 
based upon preliminary pro-
duction figures for June 2009, 
up from the June 2008 pre-
liminary gas production total 
of 500,369,686 Mcf.
	 Texas production in June 
2009 came from 141,223 oil 
and 91,192 gas wells.

something that Gwen and I 
will talk, hash, fuss, fight, 
argue, and all of the other 
various verbs to vociferously 
vocalize our feelings to one 
another about the subject.  If it 
was up to me we would keep 
all of them.  If it was up to 
Gwen they would all be sold.   
You might say that it is the 
only thing that we can agree 
to really disagree on because 
we are both passionate about 
our stance on the subject.
	 The six to eight nan-
nettes that I am talking about 
look really good and are a 
sign that our herd is improv-
ing with each generation.  It is 
getting really hard to choose 
which will be sold and which 
will be retained for breeding.  
I guess it is a conundrum that 
many goat breeders would 
like to be faced with, but my 
problem is that I would rather 
just keep them all and enlarge 
the herd. 
	 My dear, darling Wife on 
the other hand, thinks that we 
have reached the point that we 
are starting to have too many 
goats and need to cull heavily.  
I can see her point, but this is 
the last batch of doelings that 
were sired by Anacacho and 
we will be able breed them to 
T-Bolt and Prospector without 
getting into the inbreeding di-
lemma.  Well, we still have 4 

weeks to debate the point and 
come to an agreement that 
we can both approve of.  And 
the goats can stand there and 
stare at us like we are crazy!
	 The Freestone County 
Goat Breeders Association 
would like to invite all goat 
breeders to participate in the 
Great Goat Gather Open Pen 
Sale.  The sale will be held at 
the Ike Carden Show Arena at 
the Fairgrounds in Fairfield, 
Texas on Saturday, Septem-
ber 26th from 10 a.m. till 3 
p.m.  
	 This will be an open pen 
sale for everyone to partici-
pate in no matter if you are 
from Buffalo or Brownsville!  
Come and buy, sell, or trade 
to your hearts content.  There 
will be a special meat goat 
pen to sell your healthy meat 
goats for an average market 
price.
	 Pens can be rented for 
$10 each. There will be a lim-
it of 5 goats or one Buck per 
pen.  The meat goat pen will 
be $2 per meat goat.  Meat 
goats will be numbered and 
will be weighed upon sale 
and sold for an average mar-
ket price to be determined.
	 This will be a private 
treaty sale with prices agreed 
upon by the buyer and seller.  
The average market price for 
meat goats will be agreed to 

by the seller on the day of the 
sale unless the price is renego-
tiated by the buyer and seller.  
The FCGBA and its members 
will provide the facilities and 
livestock scales for the sale 
but will not be held responsi-
ble or liable for the condition 
or sale of any animal sold.
	 Our members hope you 
all come out and find the 
Breeding Buck, Doe, Show 
Wether, or Dinner that you 
are looking for!  For informa-
tion or to reserve some pens 
call Fred VanderMartin at 
903-388-8528 or e-mail clw-
yer@gmail.com or call Gary 
Tugwell at 903-390-7780 or 
e-mail ggtugwell2@wind-
stream.net. We ask that sell-
ers call ahead or e-mail with 
some numbers so that we can 
get a number of pens for the 
sellers built. 
	 Concessions will be pro-
vided by the Dew 4-H.  We 
hope to see you there!
	 Thank you for your sup-
port in our efforts to assist in 
the education of our Young 
Adults. The Freestone Coun-
ty Goat Breeders Association 
is selling Christmas Wreaths 
for our scholarship fund 
raiser.  These are beautiful 
wreaths and we hope that you 
find them attractive also and 
help us in helping some hard-
working youngsters to realize 
their dream of a college edu-
cation.  The price is $35 per 
wreath and can be shipped 
directly to your friends or 
loved ones.  The order form 
for the wreaths can be found 
on our web site at www.free-
stonecountygoats.org. Mail 
your order form with payment 

to:  FCGBA, P.O. Box 1553, 
Fairfield, Texas, 75840.  Or-
ders must be received by Oc-
tober 13th.  If you have any 
questions or need assistance 
in regards to our fund raiser 
you can give Fred Vander-
Martin a call at 903-388-8528 
or e-mail clwyer@gmail.com 
or Gary Tugwell at 903-390-
7780 or e-mail ggtugwell2@
windstream.net 
	 The ETGRA will have 
its General Membership 
Meeting and educational pro-
gram on October 17th.  It will 
be held at SFA Goat Research 
Center, highway 259 north 
of Nacogdoches and begin at 
10am.  Topic of the program 
is buck selection and care, 
advanced reproduction and 
introduction to Artificial In-
semination.  Speakers include 
Dr. Erin Brown of SFA, Dr. 
Nuti of Prairie View A & M 
and Scott Horner also from 
Prairie View A & M.
	 The ETGRA is having 
a raffle for a portable hay-
rack.  Tickets are $5 each or 
6 for $25.  The hayrack was 
made by Greg Ashabranner 
and consists of three pieces.  
It can be assembled by one 
person in about five minutes 
and holds one square bale of 
hay.  The hayrack is easy to 
move from pasture to pasture 
as you rotate your herd.   The 

	 The Freestone County 
Goat Breeders Association 
would like to invite all goat 
breeders to participate in the 
Great Goat Gather Open Pen 
Sale.  The sale will be held at 
the Ike Carden Show Arena at 
the Fairgrounds in Fairfield, 
Texas on Saturday, Septem-
ber 26th from 10 a.m. till 3 
p.m.  
	 This will be an open pen 

winning ticket will be drawn 
at the January, 2010 general 
membership meeting.  Tickets 
will be sold at all association 
events.    Tickets may also 
be purchased by mail, please 
include your name, address, 
contact phone number.  Make 
checks payable to ETGRA 
and mail to P O Box 152937; 
Lufkin, TX 75915. For more 
information about the meet-
ing or raffle go to www.etgra.
com.
	 The NETGRA will be 
holding their general mem-
bership meeting Saturday, 
Sept. 19th - 10:00am at the 
Hunt County Fairgrounds. 
They will be holding a Show-
manship Clinic and will also 
be inspecting and taking pic-
tures of animals consigned to 
the Nov. Catalogue Sale be-
ginning at 9am.
	 NETGRA's Fall Celebra-
tion October 10th - Jackpot 
Show (Goats, Heifers, and 
Lambs) Hunt County Fair-
grounds - See special events 
page at www.netgra.com for 
more info.
	 Well, that’s all I’ve got 
for now.  I hope and pray that 
you all get the all of the rain 
that you need or care for.  IF 
you have any goat gossip 
then phone 903-388-8528 or 
e-mail clwyer@gmail.com.  
Bye, for now.

FCGBA to hold Great Goat Gather Open Pen Sale
sale for everyone to partici-
pate in no matter if you are 
from Buffalo or Brownsville!  
Come and buy, sell, or trade 
to your hearts content.  There 
will be a special meat goat 
pen to sell your healthy meat 
goats for an average market 
price.
	 Pens can be rented for 
$10 each.  There will be a 
limit of 5 goats or one Buck 
per pen.  The meat goat pen 
will be $2 per meat goat.  
Meat goats will be numbered 
and will be weighed upon sale 
and sold for an average mar-
ket price to be determined.
	 This will be a private 

treaty sale with prices agreed 
upon by the buyer and seller.  
The average market price for 
meat goats will be agreed to 
by the seller on the day of the 
sale unless the price is renego-
tiated by the buyer and seller.  
The FCGBA and its members 
will provide the facilities and 
livestock scales for the sale 
but will not be held responsi-
ble or liable for the condition 
or sale of any animal sold.
	 Our members hope you 
all come out and find the 
Breeding Buck, Doe, Show 
Wether, or Dinner that you 
are looking for!


