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BISD Board sets budget, tax rate

by Vanessa Goodwyn

The BISD School Board
held a public hearing prior
to their August meeting in
order to invite discussion of
the 2009-10 proposed school
budget and tax rate. The lone
resident who took advantage
of the opportunity was Karen
Helmcamp, who questioned
the proposed tax increase
and concluded, "I can't see
where it's imminently neces-
sary." BISD business manag-
er Jeannine Myers explained
the financial considerations
behind the proposed rates.
Trustee Jennifer Humphries
commented on the empty
chairs at the hearing, stating,
"I'm hoping that they're NOT
here because they trust us --as
stewards of their tax money--
that we're doing the best we
can, and that we're not going
to jack (the taxes) up just be-
cause we can."

The regular meeting fol-
lowed the hearing, and early
in the agenda the Board unan-
imously voted to approve the
proposed budget for the 2009-
10 school year of $7,164,984
which reflected an increase
of only $686 over last year.
They next voted to levy the
published proposed tax rate
($1.04005 for the purpose of
maintenance and operations,
and $0.24652 for the pur-
pose of payment of principal
and interest on debts) total-
ling $1.28657 on $100 prop-
erty valuation. The adoption
of the tax rate passed with
Trustee Jack Helmcamp cast-
ing the single opposing vote.

The meeting continued
with the presentation by Ms.
Myers of budget amend-
ments (in food services, elec-
tric utilities and tax appraisal
costs) to finish out the 2008-
09 fiscal year. All money was
moved within the existing

budget, "not increasing the
bottom line", and the amend-
ments were approved as pre-
sented.

Consultant Jim Hanks
again presented a slide show
explaining the progress on
the construction of the dis-
trict's new facilities. Pressed
for his opinion on the com-
pletion date, Hanks suggest-
ed that things will have to
get moving if the school is to
be finished by the contracted
date. In other related agenda
items later in the meeting the
Board voted to contract with
Semtana & Assoc. Construc-
tion Company for an offsite
gas line for the new high
school, and voted to go with
South Texas School Furniture
for the furniture contract.

The Board heard several
reports evaluating the dis-
trict:

- Superintendent  Jackie
Thomason reported on the

CISD Board adopts new budget with no new taxes

By Sherry Matney

A public hearing was
held August 26, 2009 at 7 :00
p.m. to discuss the proposed
budget and tax rate for 2009-
2010. Superintendent Cathy
Nichols explained the Texas
Education Agency’s legal
requirements for the budget,
explaining that the budget is
based on estimates of expen-
ditures and revenue.

Total operating revenue
is estimated to be approxi-
mately $6,341,000, roughly
$200,000 less than last year.
Nichols made it clear that
although revenue has de-
creased, expenses have not.
Salaries have increased as
well as utility costs, supplies
and transportation.

The proposed tax rate
of $1.04 was discussed. (The
same as last year.) The district
does not have debt; therefore,
does not require an Interest
and Sinking tax rate.

The lunchroom budget
was also reviewed. Expected
expenditures match projected
revenue at $238,688.

Immediately following
the public hearing the Center-
ville ISD Board held a meet-
ing and approved the pro-
posed budget and tax rate of
$1.04. The Board also agreed
to discontinue discounts for
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early payment of taxes.
Junior/Senior High
School Principal Bob Loomis
informed the Board that the
total number of students in
the 7th through 12th grades
is 336. Elementary Principal
Jason Jeitz reported the total
enrollment for the Elemen-
tary campus is 380. Super-
intendent Nichols said the
enrollment for both campuses
is about the same as last year.
Both principals com-
mented on the “Recognized”
rating received by both cam-
puses and praised the students
and teachers for their efforts

and continued hard work.

KD Timmons was award-
ed the 2009-2010 bid for fuel,
coming in with a bid of $.06
above rack; for oil $32.11 per
case, $500.10 per drum.

Charles Nash was nomi-
nated for the Leon Central
Appraisal District Board of
Directors.

Nichols presented re-
quests for student transfers.
Garrett Ward, Kamaal Bell-
infantie and Derek Rosvold,
all children of CISD employ-
ees, were approved, and one
other transfer request was de-
nied.

district's new enrollment
figures. Enrollment at each
campus is up and the district
total has passed the 900-stu-
dent mark for the first time
ever.
- The TEA Accountability
Performance Ratings were
announced.  All campuses
met federal requirements
for Adequate Yearly Prog-
ress. The elementary campus
earned "Recognized" status
and the other campuses' and
the district's overall rating
were "Academically Accept-
able".

In other business:
- The Board members are re-
quired to attend a legislative
update and, after considering
several options, voted to host
a cluster meeting with other
local districts on September
28 at 6:30.
- The Board voted to nomi-
nate Sammy Johnson as their
representative on the Leon
County Appraisal District
Board of Directors. Johnson
has served in that capacity for
several years and is willing to
continue.
- A request from Oncor was
granted for an overhead ease-
ment on school property to
provide electric service to
the City of Buffalo's new lift
station located on Hwy 164.
(The motion passed by a 4-3
vote.)
- The Board renewed an ad-
junct faculty agreement with
the Leon County Extension
agents for 4-H activities.
- The Board approved a le-
gal services retainer proposal
with the firm of Karczewski/
Bradshaw.

in marriage on August 23, 2009.

The bride is the daughter of Wayne Coleman of Street-

Coleman-Vaughn Wedding Announcement
Miss Rachel Coleman and Mr. Aaron Vaughn were united

man, Texas and LeAnn Cholopisa of Tehuacana, Texas.

The groom is the son of Mike and Brenda Vaughn of Buf-

falo.

The couple will reside in Texas with their three children

Devin, Jayde and Jaedon Vaughn.
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Tanning, Cuts, Colors, & Perms

Wed-Thur-Fri 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Closed: Sat, Sun, Mon & Tue

anking is all about convenience -
don't you agree? Community National
Bank & Trust gives you access to

your money 24/7.

With Community National’s debit card, you
can make purchases worldwide wherever
MasterCard is accepted. It looks like a credit

I'T’S ALL ABOUT CONVENIENCE!

card, but works like a check. Plus, you can use
it to make withdrawals at any of our AT Ms.

It's quick, easy and best of all - FREE!

Open an account with Community National

to say this is My Community - My Bank!

COMMUNITY NATIONAL
BANK & TRUST OF TEXAS

“My Community. My Bank.”
Corsicana ¢ Fairfield ¢ Frost ¢« Richland Chambers ¢ Buffalo

WWwWw.myco mmunitybanktexas.com

Member FDIC

and enjoy the convenience of your own debit
card. Just another reason why people are proud
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