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In Texas, we work hard 
to maintain the delicate 
balance of Mother Nature. 
We work to preserve 
the environment by 
minimizing our footprint 
and respecting the 
landscape. That’s what 
good Texans do.
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Customer Appreciation

SpeCiAl
Oil Change, Lube & Filter

We also perform Vehicle Inspections
• Tires - New & Used    • Batteries

BISON TIRE & LUBE
214 Hwy. 79 E. • Buffalo

903-322-1171

Includes up to 5 qts. of house oil

(Excludes synthetic oil and diesel engines)

$29.95

Oakwood 
Feed and Farm Supply

YOUR SMALL TOWN COUNTRY FEED STORE

 903-545-1273
902 Broad Street (Hwy 79)

Mon. - Fri. (8am-5pm) • Sat. (8am-2pm)

H We don’t Sell Furniture or Knick-Knacks
H We don’t Sell Jewelry or Purses

- BUT -
We DO SELL a complete line of products 

used in the operation of
working farms and ranches including:

• Cubes • Creep • Meal - Bagged & Bulk
• Liquid Feed Suppliment

• Sweet Feed - All stock for Beef, Horse, Sheep/Goat
• Weed and Insect Control Products
• Livestock Feed & Water Equipment

• Propane & General Supplies
• Horse Quality Hay

• Field Gates and Much More

STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMINATION
Houston County Electric Cooperative, Inc. is the recipient of Federal financial as-
sistance from the Rural Utilities Service, an agency of the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, and is subject to the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
as amended, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, the Age 
Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, and the rules and regulations of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture which provide that no person in the United States on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, or disability shall be excluded 
from participation in, admission or access to, denied the benefits of, or otherwise be 
subjected to discrimination under any of this organization’s programs or activities. 

The person responsible for coordinating this organization’s nondiscrimination com-
pliance efforts is Melody Pinnell, general manager.  Any individual, or specific class 
of individuals, who feels that this organization has subjected them to discrimination 
may obtain further information about the statutes and regulations listed above from 
and/or file a written complaint with this organization; or the Administrator, Rural 
Utilities Service, Stop 1510, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC, 
20250-1510; or the Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Build-
ing, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410; or call (202) 
720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
Complaints must be filed within 180 days after the alleged discrimination.  Confi-
dentiality will be maintained to the extent possible.

 Fort Worth, Texas -The 
Texas and Southwestern Cat-
tle Raisers Association today 
applauded the Texas State 
Senate for passing SB 1163, a 
bill to increase the penalty for 
cattle theft in Texas.  The bill, 
introduced by Senator Kel 
Seliger (R-Amarillo), passed 
the Senate by a vote of 28-2.
"Cattle theft is very active 
in Texas, especially during 
tough economic times," Lar-

Cattle Theft Bill passes Texas State Senate
ry Gray, TSCRA executive 
director of law enforcement 
said.  "In 2007, 2,400 head of 
cattle were reported stolen to 
the Texas and Southwestern 
Cattle Raisers Association.  
In 2008, that number jumped 
to 6,404.  Under current law 
theft of less than 10 head of 
cattle, horses or exotic wild-
life is a state jail felony.  SB 
1163 would change current 
law to allow for a third degree 

felony."
 TSCRA has 29 Special 
Rangers stationed strategi-
cally throughout Texas and 
Oklahoma who have in-depth 
knowledge of the cattle indus-
try and are trained in all fac-
ets of law enforcement.  All 
are commissioned as Special 
Rangers by the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety and/or 
the Oklahoma State Bureau 
of Investigation.  TSCRA 

Special Rangers primary re-
sponsibility is to investigate 
livestock theft; however, they 
work alongside local law en-
forcement agents across the 
state on numerous criminal 
cases.
 "Thieves are drawn to 
cattle because of the poten-
tial return," Gray continued.  
"While stealing a car or tele-
vision will get a thief pennies 
on the dollar, stealing cattle 

can return actual market val-
ue within hours.  A thief can 
steal one cow, take it to the 
auction the same day and re-
ceive the value of that animal.  
The crime is attractive, and 
in Texas we need a stronger 
penalty"
 According to TSCRA 
Special Ranger Scott Wil-
liamson, most apprehended 
thieves are repeat offenders.  
However, because livestock 
thieves are sophisticated and 
knowledgeable of the Penal 
Code, they rarely steal more 
than ten head at a time.
 "The increase in cattle 
theft is one of the most im-
portant issues to TSCRA 
members," said TSCRA Pres-
ident Dave Scott.  "We want 
to thank Senator Seliger for 
introducing this critical leg-
islation and working to get it 
passed in the Senate."
 Oklahoma, New Mexico 
and Louisiana all recognize 
the signifi cant adverse impact 
that livestock theft imposes 

and have enacted stricter 
penalties for livestock theft.  
Thieves know the laws are 
lax in the number one cattle 
producing state in the nation, 
and not surprisingly, cross 
over state lines to target Texas 
producers.  This poses a sig-
nifi cant threat to Texas' $15 
billion a year cattle industry, 
not to mention the impact on 
the horse, dairy cattle, sheep, 
goat, swine and exotic wild-
life industries. 
 Prior to 1993, livestock 
theft was classifi ed as a third 
degree felony.  In 1993 the 
Texas Legislature created the 
State Jail Felony category, 
also known as a fourth de-
gree felony.  Livestock theft 
has risen since the law was 
changed in 1993, largely due 
to the number of repeat of-
fenders who are let out on 
state jail felony probation. 
 Now that the bill has 
passed the State Senate, it 
will go to the State House for 
consideration.

 Do you want to know 
how to safely wield a chain-
saw or get rid of the feral hogs 
that roam your property?
 Would you like to learn 
landscaping techniques that 
will lure birds, bees and but-
terfl ies to your backyard?
 Or do you just need a lit-
tle help selecting the perfect 
tree for your yard?
 It doesn’t matter if 
you’ve got just one tree in 
your backyard or thousands, 
Texas Forest Expo 2009 is 
here to help you.
 Similar to a lawn and 
garden show, the annual expo 
focuses on issues related to 
land management, wildfi re 
prevention and lawn and gar-
den maintenance. It doesn’t 
matter the question, Texas 
Forest Expo has the answers.
 “It’s an opportunity to 
network and visit with natu-
ral resource professionals,” 
Regional Forester Joel Ham-
bright said, explaining that 
natural resources include 
water, wildlife, trees and just 

Texas Forest Expo 2009:

Protect yourself from wildfi res while beautifying your land
about anything else that helps 
make up forest ecosystems. 
“There’s going to be all kinds 
of experts there. If attendees 
have questions, they’re going 
to be able to talk one-on-one 
with professionals that deal 
with these issues every day.”
 Texas Forest Expo is 
scheduled for April 24-26, 
2009, at the Lone Star Con-
vention Center in Conroe. It 
kicks off Friday with vendor 
booths and exhibitors only. It 
then gears up Saturday and 
Sunday with free classes, 
live demonstrations and an 
indoor forest maze located 
in the Children’s Exploration 
Room.
 At the expo, you can 
learn how to plant and care 
for your trees, encourage your 
kids to reconnect with nature 
and even make money off the 
carbon stored in the trees on 
your property without lifting 
a fi nger.
 With wildfi re season in 
full swing, we’ll also have 
classes dedicated to teach-

ing you how to better pro-
tect yourself and your family 
from the dangerous wildfi res 
that have been ravaging the 
state. And the Avoid a Sec-
ond Strike from Hurricane 
Ike will help you learn how 
to avoid getting “burned” by 
increasingly dry and fl amma-
ble downed trees that still are 
scattered across the state.
 Don’t forget to stop by 
and watch our chainsaw safe-
ty and search and rescue dog 
demonstrations. And make 
sure you register to win one 
of our door prizes — includ-
ing a handcrafted cypress 
porch rocker and one-night 

stay complete with breakfast 
and golf at La Torretta Del 
Lago on Lake Conroe.
 Texas Forest Expo hours 
are noon to 5 p.m. Friday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday.
 For more information, 
go to http://texasforestexpo.
tamu.edu, where you can fi nd 
detailed information about the 
expo, as well as a class sched-
ule and directions to the event. 
Also available: an eight-page 
informational magazine and 
pre-recorded public service 
announcements in English 
and Spanish.
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