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Just like you, we believe 

in putting safety first. And 

just like you, we want to 

protect those precious to us 

by fostering a healthy and 

safe environment. Nothing 

is more important.
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Log on and take a look at the unbelievable Classified section.

by Vanessa Goodwyn
 The undefeated junior 
high boys faced their stron-
gest district opponents on 
Thursday night at the BJHS 
gym when the New Waverly 
Bulldogs came to town. 

THE EIGHTH GRADE 
Bison were playing their 
fi rst game without injured 
point guard Tate Hartley, and 
they had their work cut out 
for them from the beginning 
whistle.
 Travis Cunningham and 
Cain Hays both knocked 
down three-pointers in the 
opening period, but the 'Dogs 
were still right on their heels 
at the end of the quarter, 13-
10.  Cunningham had a huge 
second quarter and by half-
time BJHS had stretched their 
lead to a more comfortable 
twelve-point advantage, 29-
17. 
 In the third quarter, how-
ever, the Bulldogs lived up to 
their name and tenaciously 
fought their way back into the 
game, outscoring the Bison 19 
to 8.  Their momentum carried 
into the fi nal quarter as well, 
and New Waverly took the 
lead.  With only seconds left 
in the contest, BJHS trailed 

by three points.  Cunningham 
launched a long shot and the 
home crowd went wild when 
it drained the net to send the 
game into overtime. 
 BJHS owned the extra 
three minutes and managed 
to keep their perfect season 
alive with a 49-47 win.
 Cunningham led all 
scorers with 23 points.  Jose 
Dominguez scored 8, Trent 
Little added 7, Hays contrib-
uted 6 and Dominic Jackson 
had 5 to complete the scoring 
for the Bison.
  THE SEVENTH GRADE 
game was a good one, as 
well.  Balanced scoring by 
four Bison gave BJHS a solid 
fi rst quarter, but the Bulldogs 
proved to be equally talented 
and answered them bucket 
for bucket, to knot the score 
at 16-16 after one period of 
play.  Logan Jones sparked 
the Bison into the lead in the 
second, however, and BJHS 
was up 26-20 at the halftime 
break.
 Tyler Adams had the hot 
hand for BJHS in the third 
and the Bison had stretched 
their lead to twelve going into 
the fi nal quarter.  There it was 
Brendon Smith who anchored 

the attack and BJHS chained 
up the Bulldogs, 50-35.  
 Smith led all scorers 
with 19 points.  Adams and 
Jones followed with 15 and 
12, respectively.  Bobby Dor-
man contributed 8 and Trent 
Martin tacked on a bucket for 
BJHS. 
 The Bison travel to Cen-
terville for their next district 
game on Thursday, 1-22.

Jr High Bison face toughest district foe

Travis Cunningham led the 
8th grader Bison to a come-
from-behind victory over 
New Waverly.  

Van’Go’photo

 Centerville was THE place 
to be this weekend as local 
junior high schools basket-
ball team competed for area 
braggin' rights.  Both gyms 
at CHS were fi lled through-
out the three-day tournament, 
and many fans ran back and 
forth in order to catch both 
the boys and girls in action. 

7TH GRADE BOYS
 Buffalo's seventh grade 
boys dominated their brack-
et.  A forty-point win over 
Teague and another big vic-
tory over Franklin (44-16) 
put the Bison into Saturday 
evening's championship 
game with the youngest Leon 
Cougars.  Both teams were 
talented and skilled beyond 
their years, so fans enjoyed a 
high-scoring fi nale.  Buffalo 
led by fi ve at halftime, 25-20, 
but in the second half the Bi-
son, sparked by Tyler Adams, 
Brendon Smith and Logan 
Jones, pulled away for a de-

 In a quick turn-around to free 
up the weekend for a tournament, 
the junior high Lady Bison hit the 
road last Monday for a rematch 
with New Waverly’s Lady Bull-
dogs.  Buffalo won the previous 
encounter at the start of the sea-
son, but the rematch promised to 
provide quality basketball enter-
tainment for all.  The outcome 
was split with the seventh grade 
winning 17-21 and the eighth 
grade dropping a 43-36 decision.

The seventh grade contest 
was a foul-fest with a total of 
57 violations reported.  Buffalo 
scored eight unanswered points 
in the fi rst quarter, but New Wa-
verly’s defense altered the Lady 
Bison’s signature style of play.  
The Lady Bulldogs picked up the 
pace in the second quarter, out-
scoring the Lady Bison by one.  
Buffalo led 13-7 at the break.
 The Lady Bison managed a 
single point in the third stanza 
while New Waverly closed to 
within three at 14-11.  Buffalo 
tallied another seven in the fourth 
quarter to New Waverly’s six for 
a 21-17 fi nal.
   Jessica Presutti stepped up to 
lead the Lady Bison with 8 points.  
Hailey Lanningham netted seven 
points while Taylor Rutledge 
contributed six.  Presutti was a 
defensive standout as well along 
with Chelsea Brewer and Bethany 

Basketball fans get their money’s worth at Centerville Junior High Tournament

Younger Lady Bison teams
split with New Waverly

Bison 7th graders Brendon 
Smith (#33) and Bobby Dor-
man battle the Leon Cougars 
for possession.   Van’Go’photo

Gaskin. Katie Glick and Shelby 
Ballard provided a strong inside 
presence for the Lady Bison.  
Scoring leader Hannah Lan-
ningham drew a special defen-
sive alignment throughout the 
night after her exhibition in their 
previous encounter.

The eighth grade contest 
promised to be quite a ballgame 
after the two teams’ fi rst meet-
ing earlier in the year.  Buffalo 
took an early lead, edging ahead 
12-10 after the fi rst six minutes.  
New Waverly exploded for fi f-
teen second quarter points to 
lead 25-18 at the half.  Not ready 
to give up, Buffalo climbed back 
into the contest with a twelve-
fi ve third quarter run to tie up 
the game at 30.  The Lady Bull-
dogs scored another thirteen in 
the fi nal minutes for the 43-36 
win.
 Raven Lott and Kylan Fergu-
son both reached double fi gures 
for the Lady Bison.  Lott ripped 
the nets for sixteen points while 
Ferguson bucketed ten.  Ana 
Lopez and Zelneisha Lockett 
each added four.  Tara Reeder 
tacked on two.  Shelby Reeder 
provided exceptional defense 
prior to being whistled for her 
fi nal foul.
 The 7th grade Lady Bison are 
6-1 on the season while the 8th 
grader boasts a 6-2 slate.

cisive 61-32 victory and the 
tournament championship.

8TH GRADE BOYS
 Buffalo drew a tough spot 
in the bracket in their opening 
game on Thursday afternoon, 
and the eighth grade Bison 
suffered their fi rst loss of the 
year as
they bowed to Teague in a low-
scoring defensive battle.  The 
Lions and Bison were tied af-
ter one quarter.  Teague pulled 
ahead by fi ve at halftime and 
stretched their advantage to 
nine after three quarters.  The 
Bison fought back to within 
5, but Teague fi nished on top, 
29-24.  The Bison were led 
by Travis Cunningham's ten 
points which included a trio 
of three-pointers.
 In their second game, the 
Bison faced Leon.  Buffalo 
dominated the Cougars, lead-
ing 19-2 at halftime and go-
ing on to take the win 33-16.  
Cunningham, with 20 points, 

again led all scorers.
 In their fi nal 
game on Saturday 
afternoon, BJHS and 
Franklin faced off 
to battle for the 3rd 
place trophy.  The 
Bison jumped out 
early and led 12-6 af-
ter one quarter and a 
comfortable 29-17 at 
halftime.  The third 
quarter belonged to 
the Lions, however, 
and they clawed their 
way back into the 
game and had pulled 
to within one point, 
30-29, going into 
the fi nal period.  The score 
was tied up several times in 
the fourth quarter, but in the 
fi nal minute Cain Hayes had 
a bucket, a quick steal and 

a free throw that gave the 
Bison the momentum they 
needed to clinch the win, 39-
38.  Hayes led his teammates 
with 12 points, followed by 

See next 
week’s Press 
for coverage 
of the Junior 
High girls’ 
tournament 
action!

Hannah Laningham 
launches a jump shot 
for the 7th grade Lady 
Bison .

Ty Tollett with 10 points.
 The team from Teague 
won the 8th grade division 
and the Centerville Tigers  
took second place.  

Bison 8th graders bring home 3rd place trophy


