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City of Jewett relaxes firearms ordinance

By Sherry Matney

The City of Jewett held
its regular meeting January
12 at the Jewett City Hall.
Mayor Judi Kirkpatrick ad-
vised Council members that
it appears necessary to revise
the firearms ordinance which
went into effect in December.
There are several individu-
als who live within the city
limits who have plots of land
large enough for hunting and
these citizens need an excep-
tion, especially during deer
season. The Council voted to
issue exceptions on a case by
case basis.

The Council awarded the
wastewater system improve-
ment project to McKinney
& McMillan, inc. with a bid

of $837,540. Rudy Hibbeler
advised members that this
company had built the waste
water plant thirty-one years
ago and he has complete faith
in them.

Water Treatment Con-
struction  Company  was
awarded the water system im-
provement project with a bid
of $138,400. This includes
demolition of some old equip-
ment and drilling a new well,
which is in progress.

The City of Jewett Gen-
eral Election will be held in
May and will have four posi-
tions open. One is the Mayor
position and three council po-
sitions.

Francisca Ramirez re-
quested permission to move

her mobile home onto a lot in
Jewett. The mayor and coun-
cil determined that the home
fit the City’s criteria and ad-
vised Ramirez that she would
need to come back on Tues-
day and secure a permit and
pay fees.

In regular business De-
cember minutes were ap-
proved, check and deposit
listings were approved and
the budget report was ap-
proved.

Mayor Kirkpatrick said
she had not heard from the
person concerning the price
of land being considered for
purchase. The Council ap-
proved appointment of Bar-
bara Dorsey to the Zoning
Commission.

Architect Paul McCullough and school board member Jennifer Humphries consider se-

lections for the new campus’ carpet, tile, etc.
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Jimmy Hill, Glenda Osborn, Jennifer McGill, Susan Pugh,
Scott Serafin, Janie Richmond, Ernie Moore, George Holle-
man, Brian Hill, Dan Courmier, Jimmy Hill and Tommy and
Wendy Neyland. "We’re going to need all resources to get
this project off the ground," Neyland concluded. The court
approved the committee list.

Gary Maples reported on the first year of the Adopt-A-
Unit program. They have successfully paired ten units with
organizations. The county donated a lot of toys for children
of troops, and these were distributed at a Christmas party in
December. Next, a "baby shower" is being planned to give
formula, diapers, baby wipes, etc. to the families of military
personnel. The shower will be at Fort Hood on January 31st
and donations may be taken to Judge Ryder's office. There are
186 babies ages 0-2.

The Veteran's Services Officers announced that they will
no longer be going to Buffalo and Jewett on a regular basis
due to lack of response. Veterans are welcome to set up ap-
pointments and the Maples will be glad to meet with them.
Call them at 903-536-2331, 903-536-1251 or 979-450-8891.
"We are not abandoning the veterans in the far ends of the
county, but we don't know your needs unless you contact us,"
Maples concluded.

In other routine business, a "Sick Leave Pool Committee"
was created, consisting of Joey Sullivan, Carla McEachern,
Karen Broach and Judge Byron Ryder. Also, a parking agree-
ment was approved between Leon County and the ESD #1.

Auditor Susan Pugh presented line item transfers total-
ling $50,470 and was authorized to put surplus equipment in-
ventory out for internet auction. Any money from the sales
will go back into general funds. She was also authorized to go
out for bids on track hoe and bull dozer services.

At the recommendation of Treasurer Phil Skelton, the
commissioners released two pledged securities from Citizens
State Bank.
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City employee Rudy Hibbeler explains where certain sections of land are located within the

Jewett City limits.

Sherry's Shots

BISD shines in rating and audit

by Vanessa Goodwyn

The January meeting of
the BISD school board in-
cluded reports on the district's
academic and financial condi-
tion, and the news was very
encouraging.

In a public hearing at
6:30, Academic Coordinator
Tracy Gleghorn reported on
the AEIS (Academic Excel-
lence Indicator System) -- the
"report card" by which the
state lets the public know how
BISD compares with other
districts. There was plenty of
good news in the report:

- The elementary campus
increased in every area in
which they were tested in the
2007-08 school year. Their
percentage of commended
students was also up in every
testing area.

- At the junior high there was
improvement in every area,
and writing remained at the
exemplary level. The per-
centage of commended stu-
dents was also up in every
testing area.

- Buffalo High School's per-
cent passing increased in all

four testing areas, and the
percent of commended stu-
dents stayed the same in one
area and improved in the oth-
er three.

- As a district, BISD increased
in four of five testing areas:
reading/ELA, math, science
and social studies. Writing
remained at the exemplary
level. (Details of the report
are available on TEA's web-
site.)

The regular  school
board meeting followed the
public hearing. One focus
of the January meeting was
the progress on the new high
school campus. Consultant
Jim Hanks presented a slide
show and update on the new
construction. Architect Paul
McCullough brought a sam-
ple board and selections were
made for the carpet, wall cov-
erings, counter surfaces, door
colors, blinds, etc.

Alan Younts presented
the annual audit, on behalf
of John R. Pechacek, CPA.
He commended the district's
business department for the
books being in good shape.

Precinct 3 Commissioner Mark Ivey joins Dean Player in
the pledge at the opening ceremonies of his first Commission-

ers Court meeting.
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He briefly went over the fi-
nances and the summary of
activity. He reported that
the district has added "quite
significantly” to their Gen-
eral Fund, where most of the
activity flows. The district
has twelve months' fund bal-
ance, which exceeds the state
minimum. Younts applauded
the district for this "rainy day
fund", pointing out, "When
you live in an area where
there are fluctuating values,
(gas/oil revenue for exam-
ples) it is especially good to
have a strong fund balance."
He noted that the food ser-
vices department even turned
a profit, which is very rare.
Superintendent Jackie Thom-
ason acknowledged, "In all
the years that I've been a su-
perintendent, it's the first time
I've ever seen that. I'm really
proud of the team effort that
went into that."

The good news contin-
ued on the compliance side
of the audit. There were no
financial statement findings
to be reported to the state.
"Everything we tested looked
great and we didn't have to
report anything," Younts con-
cluded. The year end audit
was approved and will be
submitted to the Texas Edu-
cation Agency.

Principal Lacy Free-
man presented a State of the
Campus report on Buffalo
Junior High. Enrollment is
steady. Reading and writing
TAKS are coming up March
3. Spring ARDS will be done
next week. Sixty students
will participate in UIL com-
petition on January 21 and
24.

The Board approved the
consent agenda items as pre-

SEE BISD, page 74
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which may appear in THE BUF-
FALO PRESS will be corrected
in the next edition after being
brought to the attention of man-
agement. Letters to THE BUFFA-
LO PRESS reflect the opinion of
the writer and do not necessarily
show the opinion of this newspa-
per. Letters must be signed, but the
writer may request that their name
be withheld from the publication.

ATV Disclaimer & Safety Information

Riding an ATV can be dangerous. To ensure your safety proper protective gear should always be worn. Remember to always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing.
Never ride on paved surfaces or public roads. Never carry passengers unless the ATV is specifically engineered to accommodate them. Riding at excessive speeds or engaging in
stunt riding is extremely dangerous. Be extremely careful on difficult or unknown terrain. Never ride while under the influence of drugs or alcohol. Many ATV’s are recommended only for
highly experienced riders 16 years and older. Please make sure that you are riding an ATV that is age appropriate. Riders younger than 16 years of age should always be supervised by
an adult. We recommend that all ATV riders take an approved ATV training course and read their vehicle owner’s manual thoroughly. When riding your ATV always stay on established
trails in approved areas. Keep your riding areas clean and respect the rights of others. Always obtain permission before riding on private lands, and obey all the laws and regulations

2801 S. Loop 256  Palestine, TX
dogwood_tractors1@yahoo.com

903-723-2165
1-800-256-8803

The Founders of the Buffalo Chamber of
Commerce will be honored.

2009 Chamber of Commerce
Officers/Directors will be introduced.

Tickets available at the door for $15.00.
Everyone is invited.




